AN ENTRE-ACTE                        29
cannot come into the compass of this paper ; but if the money raised here be employed to re-edify this chapel, I would have it, as is very frequent, in like cases, written over the door in capital letters : ' This church was re-edified anno 1706, at the expense and by the charitable contribution of the enemies of the reformation of our morals, and to the eternal scandal and most just reproach of the Church of England and the Protestant religion. Witness our hands,
LUCIFER, Prince of Darkness,]
and                      L Churchwardens.' " *
HAMLET, Prince of Denmark,)
The " enemies of the reformation of our morals ! " Defoe used the expression satirically, but how well it suited the minds of many pious persons, ranging all the way from bishops to humble laymen, who could see nothing in the theatre excepting the prospective flames of the infernal regions.    Clergymen preached against the playhouse then, just as some of  them have done since, and will continue so to do until the arrival of the Millennium.   Oftentimes the criticisms of these well-meaning gentlemen had more than a grain of truth to make  them half justifiable.    The stage was still far from pure, in spite of the improvement which was going on steadily enough, and there is no denying the fact that several of the worst plays of the Restoration could still claim admirers.     Even "Sir Courtly Nice," wherein occurs one of the most indecent passages ever penned, and one of the most suggestive of songs, was received without a murmur. Congreve was pardoned for his breaches of decorum,
* Review, June 20, 1706.